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Nowheristan imparatoruyum karim haric
herkes bana majesteleri, der

27 Ocak 2007

Ezgi BASARAN / ebasaran@hurriyet.com.tr

Yunan kékenli Liibnanh Michel Elefteriades, Arap
diinyasinin en 6nemli miizik prodiiktorlerinden. Ayni
zamanda Beyrut'un en biiyiik gece kuliibii Music Hall'un
sahibi. 36 yasinda.

1991-94 arasinda Libnan ic savasinda Birlesik Direnisciler
Hareketi'nin lideriydi. "Majesteleri" Elefteriades Gtopik ve sanal
Ulke Nowheristan'in (Higbiryeristan) imparatoru. Kulaga saka
gibi geliyor ama o bu konuda ¢ok ciddi. Hatta, Gye olmak
amaciyla Birlesmis Milletler'e basvurduklarini, gereken kriterlere
uyduklarini séyliyor. Higbir kiltlire ve millete ait hissetmeyen,
dinyay! degistirmek isteyen kisilerin llkesi olacak Nowheristan. Simdiden 28 binden fazla
vatandas! var. Yakinda bu vatandaslarin pasaportlari da olacak. Prodiktoérliguni yaptigi
gruplardan Chechade Brothers'in 24 Ocak Garsamba Babylon'daki konseri igin Istanbul'a
gelecek Elefteriades'le Beyrut gece hayatini, Hizbullah'l ve llkesi Nowheristan'l konustuk.

Nerelisiniz, Fransiz, Yunan, Liibnanh?

- Dedemin amcasi Izmirli'ymis. 1922'de Tirkiye'den gécmusler ve Libnan'a yerlesmisler. O
ginden beri Libnanliyiz. Hem Yunan hem de Liibnan pasaportum var. Fransizca disindyor ve
yaziyorum. Annem ve babam Fransa'da egitim gormus, aralarinda Fransizca konusurlar. Beni
de bir Fransiz okuluna yazdirmislardi.

Nowheristan nasil bir iilke?

- Hayali bir Gilke. Hem higbir yer hem de her yer. Nowheristan'da dogdunuz tlkeyi,
kokenlerinizi, kdlttrinizd unutup sadece siz oluyorsunuz. Higbir yere bagl degilsiniz,
atalarinizin yasayisindan, onlarin kavgalarindan ve iliski aglarindan siyriliyorsunuz. Ornegin bir
Ermeni ya da Turk yillar 6nce yasanmis bir olayin yukuna Ustlenmek zorunda degil. Bir
Ermeni, buytkannesi Tlrklerle problem yasadigi igin Turkleri sevmemek zorunda mi? Bunu
reddeder ve Nowheristanl olur. Nereden geldiginizin, kim oldugunuzun, aliskanliklarinizin
hicbir 6nemi yoktur Nowheristan'da. Bu Utopik Glkeyi 2003'Te kurdum.

Birlesmis Milletler'in Nowheristan'dan haberi var mi?

- Evet, ulke kimligiyle BM'ye basvurduk. BM'ye gére topraginiz olmadan da Ulke
olabiliyorsunuz. Belli kriterlere uymaniz gerekiyor ve gesitli evraklari dolduruyorsunuz. Bitin
bu evrelerden gectik ve bir lilke olmak icin gereken butiin kriterlere uyuyoruz.


http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=9&tarih=2007-01-27
http://www.hurriyetkurumsal.com/
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=436&tarih=2007-01-27
http://www.hurriyetusa.com/
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=1&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/Haberler.aspx?id=2065&tarih=2007-01-26
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/Haberler.aspx?id=2065&tarih=2007-01-28
http://uyelik.hurriyet.com.tr/Login.aspx
http://uyelik.hurriyet.com.tr/register.aspx
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=381&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=9&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=24&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=26&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=2&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=342&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=3&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=4&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=14&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=5&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=13&tarih=2007-01-27
http://havadurumu.hurriyet.com.tr/default.aspx?tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=436&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=433&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=434&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=227&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=428&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=427&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=444&tarih=2007-01-27
http://hurarsiv.hurriyet.com.tr/goster/haberler.aspx?id=227&tarih=2007-01-27

r 1 Okour
J Temsilcisine
) Mektuplar

kelime giriniz

= Ana Sayfam Yap

= Favorilerime Ekle

Topragi yok ama vatandaslari var mi bu lilkenin?
- Topragimiz batidn dianya. Su anda 28 bin 300 bin kisi Nowheristanlh olmak icin bize basvurdu.

Ne tiir kisiler bunlar?

- Kendilerini belirlenmis sinirlar ve milletler icinde ifade edemeyen ve higbir yere ait
hissetmeyen kimseler. ABD Baskani Bush veya iran Cumhurbaskani Ahmedinejad zihniyetine
karsi olanlar. Diinyayi bir yerinden degistirmek isteyenler. Japon, Fransiz, Ingiliz ya da
Amerikali olmaktan sikilanlar. Dinyanin her yerinden vatandaslan var su anda.

DEMOKRASIYE KARSIYIM

Nasil bu kadar kisinin haberi oldu?

- Internette 6zellikle bloglar aracilifiyla cok kisa siirede yayildi. BBC ve CNN'de yayinlanan
roportajlarin da etkisi olmustur. Su anda web sitesini yeniden yapilandiriyoruz. O zaman
vatandaslik basvurulari daha kolay ve hizli yapilabilecek.

Vatandaslarin Nowheristan kimlik karti ve pasaportu olacak mi?

- Bu saka degil, gayet ciddi bir is. Tabii ki pasaportlari olacak. Su anda onun hazirlidi icindeyiz.
Elbette su anda Nowheristan pasaportuyla ABD'ye girmeye calismayacaksiniz. Ama bir iki yil
icinde bu da olacak. Size butin bunlarin hayali ve garip geldigini biliyorum ama ben bir eylem
adamiyim. Libnan ig¢ savasinda, 1991-94'te Birlesik Direnisgiler Hareketi 6rgiatinin lideriydim.
Bu nedenle siyasi siginmaci olarak (¢ yil kadar Fransa ve Kiiba'da kalmak zorunda kalmistim.

Peki bu iilkenin baskani siz misiniz?

- Imparatoruyum. Ama elbette bu sembolik. Karar mercii olmayacagim. Sacmalayacagim,
komik olacagim. Hatta basladim bile. Fotograflarima bakarsaniz Salvador Dali tarzi slrrealist
bir imparator goreceksiniz. Kocaman bir kaftan ve asayla dolasiyorum. Siyah blyuk bir
otomobil beni her yere gétiriyor, soféorim kapimi agiyor, cevremdeki herkes bana
"majesteleri" diye hitap ediyor.

Ulkeyi kim yonetecek?

- Hepsi kendi alaninda uzman ve aydinlardan olusan 600 Kkisilik bir senato olacak. Filozoflar,
doktorlar, mihendisler, ekonomistler, bilimadamlar ve sanatgilar verecek kararlari.
Demokrasiye karsiyim, halklara faydadan gok zarar getirir. Bush'u ve Ahmedinejad'li yonetime
getiren demokrasi. Toplum hakkinda en iyi karari kendileri degil aydinlar verir. Bir aydinla bir
aptalin oyunun esit sayildigi bir sistem benim lilkemde olamaz.

Ayni zamanda iyi para kazanan ciddi bir is adamisiniz. Nowheristan imparatoru
olarak etrafta dolasmaniz islerinizi etkilemiyor mu?

- Artik sadece son kararlari veriyorum. Sikici is toplantilarina katilmiyorum, benim yerime bu
isi yapacak arkadaslarim var. Calisanlarim da beni oldugum gibi kabul etti.

Aileniz ve arkadaslarinizin tavri ne? Delirdiginizi diisiinen var mi?
- Benimle nasil yasanacadini zamanla 6grendiler. Hicbir seye sasirmiyorlar, benden gelecek
her seye hazirliklilar. Ama Nowheristan projesini gok ciddiye aliyorlar ve destekliyorlar.
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Kariniz ve iki oglunuz da Nowheristan vatandasi mi?

- Karim eski bir Rus ritmik cimnastikgi. Iki kez diinya sampiyonu olmus. Ama simdi grafik
tasarimi yapiyor. Fransa'da tanismistik. Tam bir Rus. Anlayacadiniz ilkemin imparatoruyum
ama karimi Nowheristanh olmaya ikna edemedim. Bir keresinde "BUtin Ulkeler boktandir"
demistim. Cok sinirlendi, "Rusya boktan degildir" dedi. O glinden beri Nowheristan hakkinda
sodylediklerimi dinlemiyor. Bu da beni guldiriayor.

Michel Eleftariedes'in gece kullibli Music Hall gecen yila kadar tim dinyadan turistlerle dolup
tasiyordu. Simdi sadece Libnanlilar var.

Mesleginiz nedir tam olarak?
- Birgok seyi ayni anda yapiyorum. Besteciyim, prodiktérim ve Beyrut'un en blyilk gece
kulibd Music Hall'un sahibiyim. 800 kisi kapasitesi var.

Music Hall nasil bir yer? Kimler gelip gidiyor?

- Beyrut'a gelen higbir turist buraya ugramadan evine dénmez. Blylkelgiler gelir, Beyrut'a
ugrayan isadamlar gelir. Ornedin Cem Boyner iki-iic kere gelmistir. Genelde hep canli muzik
var. Once Kibali bir grup cikar, ardindan Ispanya'dan gelen bir Cingene grup. Sovlar sabah 4'e
kadar devam ediyor. Isteyen alkol de icer.

Hizbullah ne diyor bu ise?

- Hizbullah "I severim, Hizbullah da beni. Ama bir giin Liibnan"i bir Islam cumhuriyetine
cevirmeye calisirlarsa problem yasayabiliriz. Kulibim Hizbullah karargahina 4-5 dakikalik
ylriyls mesafesinde. Icki sattigimi, ateist oldugumu biliyorlar. Bircok calisanim zaten érgiitiin
Uyesi. Yanls bir izlenim var, Hizbullah, El Kaide dedildir. Yobaz ya da terorist degiller, sadece
Bati'ya boyun egmiyorlar. Ortadodu'nun pargasi olmaktan gurur duydudu ve Israil'e hayir
diyebildigi icin Hizbullah lideri Nasrallah'a saygim buyk.

Gegen yaz Israil'in Beyrut'u bombalamasi sirasinda neler oldu? Kapattiniz herhalde
kuliibii.

- Temmuz basinda kapattim, iki ay kapali kaldi. Ama asil sorun bizimle calisan yabanci
gruplardi; 50 kisiyi sag salim lilkeden cikarayim derken mahvoldum. Bomba sesleri yliziinden
sinir krizi geciren miizisyenlerim oldu. Once Halep'e gétiirdiim onlari, oradan Urdiin'e kactik.
Savas bitince hemen déndik ve kullbi tekrar actik.

Su anda nasil gece hayati Beyrut'ta? Savas etkiledi mi?

- Bu siddette savas diinyanin baska herhangi bir kentinde olsaydi hayat uzun slire normale
dénmezdi. Ama Beyrut'ta bombardiman bitti, hayat devam etti. Clinki bizler savasla
yasamaya alistik ne yazik ki. Su anda gece hayati civil civil. Tek sorun turist olmamasi.
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION

[ am the emperor of Nowheristan,everyone
calls me “Your Majesty” except my wife 21 January 2007

Greek-originated Lebanese Michel Elefteriades is one of the greatest
music producers of the Arab world. He is also the owner of the greatest
nightclub of Beirut, MusicHall. He is 36 years old. He was the leader of
the United Movements of Resistance in the Lebanese civil war during
1991-94. "His Majesty" Elefteriades is the emperor of the utopian and
virtual country Nowheristan. Sounds like a joke but he is very serious
about it. In fact, he says an application was submitted to the UN to
become a member country and that it complies with the required criteria.

Nowheristan will be the country of people who feel that they do not belong to any cultures or
nations and people who want to change the world. It has more than 28 thousand citizens
already. These citizens will have passports in a short time. Here, we talked about the nightlife of
Beirut, Hezbollah and his country Nowheristan with Elefteriades, who will come to Istanbul for
the concert of one of the groups which he is the Producer of, The Chehade Brothers on January
24 Wednesday, in Babylon.

Ezgi BASARAN /ebasaran@hurriyet.com.tr

Where are you from, French, Greek, Lebanese?

- My grandfather’s uncle was from Izmir (Smyrna). They emigrated in 1922 from Turkey and settled in Lebanon. We
are Lebanese since that day. I hold both a Greek and a Lebanese passport. I think and write in French. My mother and
father were educated in France; they speak French to each other. They also made me attend a French school.

What kind of a country is Nowheristan?

- It is an imaginary country. It is both nowhere and everywhere. In Nowheristan, you forget the country you were
born, forget your origins, forget your culture, and become purely yourself. You are not attached to anywhere; you are
relieved from the ways of your ancestors, their fights and relationship webs. For example, an Armenian or a Turk does
not have to undertake the burden of an event happened years ago. Is an Armenian forced to dislike Turks because his
grandmother had problems with Turks? He refuses this and becomes a Nowheristani citizen. Where you come from,
who you are, your habits do not matter in Nowheristan. I established this utopian country in 2003.

Does the UN know of Nowheristan?

- Yes, we made an application to UN with the identification of a country. According to UN, you can become a country
without any land. You have to comply with certain criteria and fill in various forms. We passed all these stages and do
comply with all the criteria required for being a country.

It doesn’t have a territory but does this country have citizens?
- Our territory is the whole world. Right now 28,300 people applied us to become Nowheristani citizens.

What kind of people are they?

- They are people who cannot express themselves within specified borders and nations, and do not feel that they
belong anywhere. People against the mentalities of US President Bush or Iran President Ahmedinejad. People who
want to change the world at some point. People who are bored of being Japanese, French, English or American. There
are citizens from all over the world right now.
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I AM AGAINST DEMOCRACY

How could so many people have information?

- It was spread on the Internet, and particularly through blogs in a very short period of time. Perhaps interviews on
BBC and CNN had an effect, too. We are now reconstructing the website. After that, citizenship applications will be
made much easier and faster.

Will the citizens have Nowheristan IDs and passports?

- This is not a joke, it is a very serious business. Of course, they will have passports. Right now, we are in preparation
for that. Surely, you will not be trying to enter USA with a Nowheristani passport right now. However, this will
happen in a few years. I know that all of these sound imaginary and weird to you but I am a man of action. I was the
leader of the United Movements of Resistance in the Lebanese civil war during 1991-94. As a result, I had to stay for
three years in France and Cuba as a political refugee.

Are you the president of this country?

- T am its emperor. Of course, this is symbolical. I will not be the authority for decisions. I will talk through my hat, be
ridiculous. I even started it now. If you look at my photographs, you will see a Salvador Dali style surrealist emperor. I
walk around with a huge caftan and rod. A big black car takes me everywhere, my driver opens my door, and
everybody around me calls me "your majesty".

Who will rule the country?

- There will be a senate formed of 600 experts and intellectuals who are specialized in their own fields. Philosophers,
doctors, engineers, economists, scientists and artists will make the decisions. I am against democracy; it brings more
harm than benefits to peoples. It is democracy that brought Bush and Ahmedinejad to power. Intellectuals make the
best decisions for the communities, not themselves. A system in which a fool’s vote and an intellectual’s vote are
counted equal cannot take place in my country.

You are also a serious businessman who makes good money. Doesn’t walking around as the Emperor of
Nowheristan affect your businesses?

- I am only making the final decisions now. I am not attending to boring business meetings; I have friends to do these
instead of me. My employees accept me as I am, too.

What is the attitude of your family and friends to this? Does anyone think that you have gone crazy?
- They learned how to live with me by time. They are not surprised to anything; they are prepared to anything that
would come from me. However, they take Nowheristan project very seriously and support it.

Are your wife and two sons citizens of Nowheristan?

- My wife is a former Russian rhythmic gymnast. She is a two-time world champion. But she is a graphic designer
now. We had met in France. She is a definitive Russian. As you see, I am the emperor of my country but I could not
persuade my wife to become a Nowheristani citizen. Once I said "All countries suck’. She was very angry and said
'Russia does not suck’. Since that day she doesn’t listen to anything I say about Nowheristan. And this makes me
laugh.




UNTIL LAST YEAR, MICHEL ELEFTERIADES' NIGHTCLUB, MUSIC HALL, WAS FULL OF TOURISTS
FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. NOW THERE ARE ONLY LEBANESE.

What is your profession exactly?
- I do many things at the same time. [ am a composer, producer and the owner of the greatest night club of Beirut,
Music Hall. It has a capacity of 800 people.

What kind of a place is the Music Hall? Who like to visit here?

- No tourists in Beirut leave for their home before visiting MusicHall. Ambassadors come here, businessmen visiting
Beirut come here. For instance Cem Boyner visited here two-three times. There is usually live music. First a Cuban
group takes stage, then a Gypsy group from Spain. Shows continue until 4 a.m.. You can have alcohol if you wish.

What does Hezbollah say about this?

- I like Hezbollah, and Hezbollah likes me. However, if they would like to turn Lebanon into an Islamic republic, we
might have a problem. My club is at a 4-5 minutes walking distance to Hezbollah HQ. They know that I sell alcohol
and I am an atheist. Many of my employees are already a member of the organization. There is a wrong impression;
Hezbollah is not Al-Qaeda. They are not fundamentalists or terrorists; they just don’t bow to West. I have great
respect for Hezbollah’s leader, Nasrallah, because he is proud to be part of the Middle East and says no to Israel.

What happened last summer, while Israel was bombing Beirut? Perhaps you closed the club.

- I closed it at the beginning of July and it stayed closed for two months. The real problem was the foreign bands that
worked with us; I was ruined while trying to get 50 people out of the country unharmed. I had musicians having
nervous breakdowns from bomb noises. First, I took them to Aleppo, and then ran away from there to Jordan. When
the war was over we immediately returned back and opened the club again.

How is the night life in Beirut right now? Did the war have an impact on it?

- If a war with such a magnitude had occurred in another city of the world, life wouldn’t return to normal for a long
time. But when bombing in Beirut ended, life went on again. The reason is that we are unfortunately used to living
with war. Now the nightlife is hilarious. The only problem is that there are no tourists.
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